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Introduction

Sign Istanbul is in its 15th year. 
FLAAR has attended at least since 
circa 2007. Sign Istanbul is defi-
nitely part of the history of de-
velopment of wide-format inkjet 
printing in this cosmopolitan city 
and country which crosses the 
frontier of Europe into Asia. 

This expo is larger than the vibrant 
SGIA or equally regarded ISA, ac-
tually is larger than any two VIS-
COM Europe expos put together. 
Sign Istanbul has consisted of two 
entrance halls and then a really 
large hall, and then a fourth hall. 
When I ask local distributors they 
mention how much this expo has 
grown in the recent three to four 
years.

Actually it is so large that even 
though we were at the expo the 
pre-show opening afternoon (the 
last set-up day), we still did not 
have a list of every major printer 
brand, inks, media and substrates, 
RIP software, and literally tons of 
cutters (probably more cutters 
than all USA and Canadian expos 
put together).

The most common comment I 
heard from local distributors here 
in Turkey was how content they 
were at the size and diversity of 
this expo. So if any brand was 
missing, the word “missing an op-
portunity” comes to mind auto-
matically.
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There were several places to enter the expo area; via the main front area or towards the back (where the park-
ing lots are). All the personnel were friendly and helpful. 5
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Sometimes there were so many visitors that we could not do good photography of the 
booths, so we tried to do photography early in the morning, before the expo opened. 7



As you can see here, t here are booths of every type of product: printers, media, inks. 
Everything. Sign Istanbul is a successful expo with a 15-year growth.
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Here you see the expo on opening morning.
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What do we like so far?

Maria Renee Ayau is assisting 
me this year. She studies primar-
ily textile inks, textile printers, 
and printable fabrics. MTEX 
would be a booth that we both 
enjoy seeing.

What is interesting to see is the 
really diverse range of Chinese-
made printers; more here than 
any expo elsewhere in Europe. 
More Chinese brands than all 
North American expos put 
together. 

Taiwan offers their 
flatbed from Anderson. 
Plus a solid-looking 
JETRIX, with all the 
quality that you expect 
of Korean engineering 
skill. Naturally plenty of 
Japanese quality also, 
including my absolute 
favorite ink, SUV (avail-
able at this expo exclu-
sively in the Mimaki, in 
the impressive PIMMS 
booth).
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MEMS printhead tech-
nology in general, and 
42” wide-format Memjet 
powered printers in par-
ticular are of interest to 
us. Thus it was a pleas-
ant surprise to see the 
42” PRO-A1060C wide-
format printer from 
Gongzheng, in a booth 
which the key individual 
of PIMMS showed me 
in a related booth in 
another hall.

13



Diverse Range of After Market Inks

International Brands: Sensient, Nazdar, Sam Ink, 
and many others.

Local Brands made in Turkey: STETJET

Rebranded ink from Asia: more than you can count

Trade Show

14



15



Full range of flatbed cutters and XY digital cutters

Aristo Aristomat CNC.

ESKO Kongsberg CNC, Yatay booth.
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Plus cutters made in Turkey
Dozens, possibly a score, of CNC routers and CO2 laser engravers from Asia

Zund CNC, Matkagit booth

Cielle KAPPA CNC.
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Full range of wide-format inkjet printer products from Japan

Seiko II ColorPainter printers are displayed in the ample booth 
of InkaTeknik. Roland is available in at least two booths, including an official Roland booth in Hall 8.

Mutoh has two major distributors.
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Roland is available in at least two booths, including an official Roland booth in Hall 8.

Mimaki is available in three or more booths:
•	 PIMMS, the  master distributor
•	 AIT (primarily for textiles, including desktop UV-cured Mimaki also)
•	 Procolor (mostly UV and solvent Mimaki models)
•	 Digimania (primarily textiles)
•	 Textile product distributors using Mimaki: Future Digital, Karya and tekiner.

Epson had a healthy presence in two main booths
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International Diversity of Printers from Around the World

Printers from Taiwan

Printers Made in Turkey
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Printers from Korea: Dilli, UV.

More printers from Korea: Scorpion, solvent. 21



Full range of printers from China

REVOTECH solvent printer in booth of Etap Group.

Here is a Galaxy printer, from the Universal factory, in the booth of SUPERWIDE
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Social aspects of an 
expo

Dinner events are a crucial as-
pect of networking. We appre-
ciate that the expo organizers 
invited me and Maria Renee 
Ayau to the evening gala event. 
Since we are all dedicated to 
graphic design I could not help 
but want to take a photo of this 
outstanding decoration of the 
buffet meal for this first expo 
day dinner event.

Sign Istanbul 2014

We look forward to seeing 
you at Sign Istanbul 2014, 
in nice autumn weather. 
Sign Istanbul has tradi-
tionally always been in 
December. But September 
has weather much better 
for sightseeing and enjoy-
ing Constantinople (the 
former capital of this por-
tion of the former Roman 
Empire).

The web site is www.
signistanbul.com.  Most 
web sites still have the old 
“December dates” but for 
2014 the actual dates are 
in mid-September.

23



Trade Show Competition is increasing
I enjoy visiting every expo possible around the world, 
but the airfare cost, and the days the airplane flights 
takes out of a work-week result in focusing on a care-
ful selection of expos. We at FLAAR recognize that 
competition helps the industry: competing printer 
brands, competing ink and media and cutters en-
courage all companies to continue to improve their 
products.

Comparable with competition in trade shows. USA 
has SGIA and ISA, which are helpfully over 6 months 
separated from each other. GOA and Graph Expo 
are also  present; we also lecture at GOA since it is 
focused on Latin America and Caribbean area (plus 
Florida and southeastern USA), since the main office 
of FLAAR is in Guatemala, Central America. 

But Graph Expo (also called “Print” every fourth year) 
has declined noticeably; actually Print  ’13 was small-
er than even a Graph Expo of four years ago (when 
FLAAR was a co-sponsor of the Wide Format Pavilion). 
When Graph Expo changed the focus of their lecture 
program to offset and away from wide-format inkjet, 
we naturally ceased providing lecture programs. 

The other cause of the gradual but continued decline 
of Graph Expo is because they are too close to the 
dates of SGIA. Any country which has two printer ex-
pos within 6 weeks of another well-established print-
er expo has little chance for long-range survival. We 
wish Graph Expo could improve, but they abandoned 
too many aspects of wide-format and the ship they 
jumped into (offset printing) is declining as more 
technology moves to digital presses.

In past years other expos in Turkey flew me to experi-
ence their events, but in recent years I have tended to 
focus on Sign Istanbul because it is helpful to see a re-
ally wide diversity of distributors and equally impres-
sive diversity of products of the entire workflow. Sign 
Istanbul even had a photo studio lighting company 
booth (Elinchrom, a company I know well from seeing 
them at Photokina expo in Cologne and major photo 
expos in USA).

Europeans plus people from the Middle East, were 
unanimous in their comments that a second print-
er expo in any country is only helpful if six to eight 
months separate the dates. 

No visa needed for Turkey

Many parts of Central America and South America 
require no visa to enter Turkey. Many parts of Middle 
East need no visa for visiting Turkey.

Even if you do need a visa (US citizens) it is one of 
the easiest visas to obtain. Roughly 23 seconds (plus 
waiting in line, which is usually 5 minutes or less; 
max time perhaps 12 minutes. Compare this with 
entry into other expo countries: one can take up to 
an hour).

Passport inspection is a line of a few minutes when 
arriving from a regular flight.
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Trade Magazines

Tekstil Teknoloji Dergisi

This Turkish textile magazine booth was in the 
lobby between halls.

SignGraphic

Their booth was in the lobby, across from the textile 
magazine booth.

Dijital teknik

Digital teknik had a popular booth at one end of the 
main hall.

Edp

European Digital Press Association, but most of their mag-
azines are offset press oriented, not wide-format digital. 
Plus I do not understand why SIP is not a member, as this 
is one of the best European magazines for wide-format.
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Istanbul as a city destination
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Appendix: set up of an expo

Notice the carpets; it is amazing how many expos elsewhere around the 
world have stopped putting carpet on the floors.

Sign Istanbul has carpet on the aisles in every hall.
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Afternoon of final set-up day 
without a carpet on the corridors.

The day after, the booths are all finished, the carpets 
have been palced and the aisles have eager visitors. 29



Preparing and setting up an expo of this size is a monumental task. Here 
you see the last set-up day (in other words, the expo will be open the 
following day). 

FLAAR studies how expos are organized and how booths are assembled. 
We also have several helpful FLAAR Reports on how to design a booth.
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Here is the shell of a booth on the last set-up day. Now you see the finished booth. So exhibiting companies 
put a lot of effort into having a professional style of booth at Sign Istanbul.
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Free Subscription

All these FLAAR Reports are available at no cost 
when you have clicked on the Subscribe Button.

http://flaar-reports-subscriptions.org/
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Forthcoming Additional FLAAR Reports
Sign Istanbul 2013

CNC 
Routers

& Cutters

This report has been licensed to IFO (Istanbul Fair Organization 
Inc.) to distribute, since they are the organizers of Sign Istanbul, 
Turkey. But this report has not been licensed to any printer 
manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP company, media 
or ink company to distribute. So if you obtained this from any 
company, other than IFO or their associates, you have a pirated 
copy.

Also, since this report is frequently updated, if you got your 
version from somewhere else, it may be an obsolete edition. 
FLAAR reports are being updated all year long, and our comment 
on that product may have been revised positively or negatively 
as we learned more about the product form end users.

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know is the complete 
report with nothing erased or changed, and hence a report 
with all the original description of pros and cons, please 
obtain your original and full report straight from: 

www.large-format-printers.org
www.signistanbul.com

Your only assurance that you have a complete and authentic 
evaluation which describes all aspects of the product under 
consideration, benefits as well as deficiencies, is to obtain 
these reports directly from FLAAR or a site to which we have 
licensed this report on Sign Istanbul, Turkey.

Distributors in 
Turkey

Inkjet Printers, 
Media, Cutters, etc.

If you want the TRENDs and complete lists, you can ask to be invoiced and 
we will send these top level FLAAR Reports to you. 

Simply write FrontDesk “at” FLAAR.org and ask to be invoiced. 

http://www.large-format-printers.org
http://http://www.signistanbul.com

