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Feeding 
Mechanism

Dedicated          
Flatbed

Dual 
Structure

        Combo

        Hybrid

        Dedicated 
        Roll-to-roll

Print Width

Max. Media Thickness

Printheads
Brand & Model

Drop size

Inks

Brand

Colors

Price per liter

RIP

Printer Price

Warranty

How many 
months?

Includes 
Printheads? 
 YES / NO

3

2

4

1

Besides the standard 
aspects in this chart, 
you should also ask:
• Are there distributors near   	
  my city?
• Who provides tech support?   	
  Dealer or manufacturer?
• What is the delivery time?
• What is the average electrical 	
  consumption of this printer?

5

FLAAR Classification of UV Printers according their Feeding Mechanism
A dedicated roll-to-roll 
printer will handle only 
flexible media. The widest 
printers reach the 5 m. long.

A hybrid printer moves rigid 
and roll-fed media with 
   • pinch rollers and
   • grit rollers
But rigid media is usually not 
too thick (less than 1”)

Scorecard concept and layout copyright FLAAR together with ISA Sign Expo© 2011.

NOTE: The printers from Chinese manufacturers were listed under the commercial name. The geographical name was included in parenthesis, since the latter name is used to list the company in the official exhibitor’s book.

Dedicated 
Flatbed A dedicated flatbed 

printer prints only on 
rigid boards, unless it 
has a roll-to-roll mecha-
nism at the front.

1

Dedicated 
roll-to-roll

5

Dual Structure2

A dual structure is a 
flatbed printer with a 
roll-to-roll mechanism 
at the front.

A combo printer moves media 
with a conveyor belt. It can print 
both rigid and flexible materials.

Combo3
4 Hybrid

Questions-to-ask for UV Printer Comparisons at a Trade Show by , courtesy of ISA
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Feeding 
Mechanism

Dedicated                             
Flatbed

Dual 
Structure

        Combo

        Hybrid

        Dedicated 
        Roll-to-roll

Print Width

Max. Media Thickness

Printheads
Brand & Model

Drop size

Inks

Brand

Colors

Price per liter

RIP

Printer Price

Warranty

How many 
months?

Includes 
Printheads? 
 YES / NO

3

2

4

5

1

Besides the standard 
aspects in this chart, 
you should also ask:
• Are there distributors in 
  near my city?
• Who provides tech support?   	
  Dealer or manufacturer?
• What is the delivery time?
• What is the average electrical 	
  consumption of this printer?

NOTE: The printers from Chinese manufacturers were listed under the commercial name. The geographical name 
was included in parenthesis, since the latter name is used to list the company in the official exhibitor’s book.

Scorecard concept and layout copyright FLAAR together with ISA Sign Expo© 2011.

FLAAR Classification of UV 
Printers according their 

Feeding Mechanism

A dual structure is a 
flatbed printer with a 
roll-to-roll mechanism 
at the front.

A dedicated flatbed 
printer prints only on 
rigid boards, unless it has 
a roll-to-roll mechanism 
at the front.

Dedicated 
Flatbed

1
Dual Structure2 A hybrid printer moves rigid 

and roll-fed media with 
   • pinch rollers and
   • grit rollers
But rigid media is usually not 
too thick (less than 1”)

4 HybridA combo printer moves media 
with a conveyor belt. It can print 
both rigid and flexible materials.

Combo3 A dedicated roll-to-roll 
printer will handle only 
flexible media. The widest 
printers reach the 5 m. long.

Dedicated 
roll-to-roll

5


