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These are the exit doors at the Duessel-
dorf airport. There is a separate FLAAR 
Report on how to get from the airport to 
the Messe, and in general how to get 
from Duesseldorf to Cologne, etc. 

Please Note
This report has not been licensed to any printer 
manufacturer, distributor, dealer, sales rep, RIP 
company, media or ink company to distribute. So 
if you obtained this from any company, you have a 
pirated copy.

Also, since this report is frequently updated, if 
you got your version from somewhere else, it may 
be an obsolete edition. FLAAR reports are being 
updated all year long, and our comment on that 
product may have been revised positively or 
negatively as we learned more about the product 
from end users.

To obtain a legitimate copy, which you know 
is the complete report with nothing erased or 
changed, and hence a report with all the original 
description of pros and cons, please obtain your 
original and full report straight from www.large-
format-printers.org.

Your only assurance that you have a complete and 
authentic evaluation which describes all aspects of 
the product under consideration, benefits as well 
as deficiencies, is to obtain these reports directly 
from FLAAR, via 
www.wide-format-printers.NET.

Copyright 2012
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We have been working before arriving in Germany, 
and now eight days, making this exhibitor list of print-
ers, inks, media, and cutters.

Since we ourselves prefer a hall-by-hall list of major 
pertinent exhibitors, we felt it would be helpful to 
provide this list to our readers at no cost.

The hall-by-hall list in FLAAR style is essential because 
here at drupa the few wide-format products are splat-
tered haphazardly around the kilometer-wide expo 
area.

At FESPA the wide-format inkjet printers are nicely 
organized all in the same two to four halls. Here at 
drupa the wide-format printers were scattered ran-
domly. This drupa-style arrangement makes no sense 
whatsoever (several people have suggested that the 
reason is estimated to be in order to make sure that 
attendees have to visit all the halls; otherwise some 
of the distant  halls would be too empty of visitors).

The silly placement of wide-format projects is the 
complaint you hear most often from attendees and 

exhibitors both, in 2012, and also in 2008.

On the following pages we provide a list of what was 
useful at drupa. FLAAR Reports is one of the few news 
resoures which did not fall into the trap of gushing 
about the unfinished Landa printing technology that 
everyone else wrote about. We went to the presenta-
tion (best presentation I have seen in years from any 
printer manufacturer: a real show).

But, the printers did not function and no one wanted 
to provide a print sample (because the quality was 
iffy), so we skip them. Hopefully this technology will 
be finished by drupa 2016! Everyone else wrote about 
this booth so you can get plenty of PR-style “report-
ing” everywhere else. 

We prefer to write about what products and technol-
ogy is based on reality. And we do not reproduce PR 
reports. Journalism should do their own research and 
write about reality, not merely what a manufacturer 
wants you to think. Perhaps our style is why over a 
million people read our FLAAR Reports each year.

http://www.large-format-printers.org
http://www.large-format-printers.org
http://www.flaar.org.
http://www.wide-format-printers.net
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Hall 1

Summary

Zilch wide-format (entire hall is Heidelberg printing 
machines). This hall documents that drupa is great 
for offset printing (except that Heidelberg dropped 
out of IPEX 2013).

Portions of Hall 4, 5, 6, Hall 7a, Hall 8a, Hall 8b, Hall 9 and perhaps a few other 
halls were worth visiting. The downside was figuring out what-was-where.
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Hall 2

Trade Show

Zilch wide-format printers.
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Hongsam booth Eckart booth

Hall 3

In over a dozen separate FLAAR Reports 
we list, discuss, and show photos of all ink, 
all media, all printer booths in every hall at 
drupa.  

Here in the initial photo essay we show 
only a sample. To get the other reports you 
can ask to be invoiced for a Subscription, 
by writing Accounting “at” FLAAR.org  

Hongsam booth
outside view of hall 3

A few wide-format inkjet 
companies. Would have been so 
much more helpful if these booths 
could have been consolidated 
and better organized (near each 
other).
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Dr Wirth, 6to5 booth Esko Kongsberg XP24 at HP booth

HP Designjet L28500 at HP booth

HP Scitex FB700 UV-cured printer in HP booth

HP Designjet z6200 photoprinter

Hall 4

Trade Show

Companies of interest.
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VUTEk HS100 pro at EFI booth

Hall 5

EFI flatbed printer at EFI booth

6

Halls 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 were partially filled with large-format printers. Would have been more 
helpful to concentrate a more well-planned focus on wide-format inkjet technology.
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Hall 6

7

Worth visiting for wide-format printers.
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Hall 7.0

8

Practically nothing (but Ergosoft RIP is important; one 
single solitary booth in an entire hall).
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Practically nothing in wide-format (other than Sun Innovations), but two resellers 
of media (probably made in Asia)

Hall 7a

9
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Hall 8a

AGFA AquaJet textile printer

AGFA AquaJet textile printer

10

This hall was worth visiting for sure. But the same printers were visible at FESPA 
already months before. One exception was one Ricoh printer, rebranded from 
Mimaki, so not a new printer.
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Hall 8b

Worth visiting but divided in a strange way by the Xerox wall, so was impossible to 
see or understand what was behind this obstructive wall.
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Roland soljet pro III printcut xc 540 at Bordeaux booth

Mimaki booth

Hall 9

Gandy Digital booth

Seiko booth

This was a hall worth attending. But 90% of the printers had already been shown 
or launched at FESPA.
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Dilli booth

Drupa 2012 map Dilli label press booth

Hall 10

You had to search and search to see if you could find anything related to wide-
format inkjet here. But if you were persistent you could find dilli from Korea.
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Aristo boothAtlantic Zeiser booth

Hall 11

A few pertinent booths here, but long hike from the core (Hall 8 and 9)
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Hall 12

Not worth visiting (if you need to learn about wide-format inkjet printers).
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Hall 13

It took several visits to figure out 
where the pertinent wide-format 
inkjet-related booths were in this far 
away hall. Here we show Mireco, an 
interesting pseudo 3D inkjet media.
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Hall 14

Nothing of interest in wide-format inkjet. But if you need traditional (old-fashioned) printing, 
drupa is still king of the hill.
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Hall 15

Azon DTS printer at EZ Hi Tech booth

A long hike to get here, and a challenge to find what might be related to wide-format inkjet. 
Plus the halls en route are not exhibiting wide-format inkjet products. This is the major 
complaint of visitors (aside from the exhibit being tooo looong (to many days): that the 
halls are not adequately organized with a focus in one part of the fair grounds.
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Hall 16
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Hall 17

Being at drupa 2012 is informative, but whoever set the policy to splitter splatter the wide-
format inkjet booths into far far away halls did a disservice to the entire industry (both exhibi-
tors and attendees) (no matter what excuse is used to prop up the really counter-productive 
policy).

Otherwise, the expo is well organized. And even the entire city of Duesseldorf is well or-
ganized (especially the bus to the airport and the U78 back to the city direct from the expo 
halls).
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Summary Comments
I was expecting very little to see here at drupa re: wide-format printers because almost 
everything was shown already at FESPA. The hotels at FESPA were more reasonable 
cost and FESPA had their halls much better organized.

But it turned out that there were indeed a few things at drupa 2012 which were not 
available at FESPA, so I flew over two additional editors for the last four days of drupa.
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Is drupa worth attending?
This question has no many factors that we prefer to answer this in-person, because the 
answer depends on what kinds of other printer expos you already visit.

If you have never ever been at any drupa it is worth attending once so you can say you 
know drupa.

But if you are going primarily wide-format inkjet, please realize that drupa is an offset 
press, flexo press, office printing, and narrow-format printing expo.

Attendance was noticeably down the first day, and really down the last days. Plus less 
than expected other days. Yet for at least one week there were still plenty of people at-
tending. So attendance was okay, but could of, and should of, been better.

One major factor is the expo is too long. Almost everyone complains about the two 
week length. It would be best to eliminate at least three days. Ten days would be even 
better.

If Heidelbert says they need 2 weeks, let them stay in their hall for two full weeks, but 
let the rest of the exhibitors go home after 10 days.  So have two exhibits simultane-
ously: wide-format for eight days; other things for 10 days; offset and big presses for 14 
days. Let the market decide. This is the year 2012, not the year 1990-something. The 
world has changed.

Plus, for wide-format inkjet, China is now a major factor and FESPA is doing remarkably 
well also. We wish drupa continued success but their old-fashioned concepts (spalt-
tering inkjet booths too far away from each other and an expo too many days too long) 
don’t fit the world reality of today. Plus hotels are priced out of reason.

We hope a rejuvenated drupa organization, a rejuvenated board and a more diverse 
range of advisors can recreate the great drupa that so many of us knew and respected 
in past years. Over one million people around the world read FLAAR Reports and we 
would prefer to report on a new and improved drupa exhibitor list for 2016.
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Appendix A
What are the other FLAAR Reports which will result?
Below are the front covers of other reports in preparation.

Posted before drupa opened; updated every day the first four days. Updated after drupa was finished.
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